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OUR MISSION�
The Ashwaubenon Historical Society is a�
non-profit organization whose goal is the�
preservation of Ashwaubenon’s past and�
present through the collection and�
interpretation of historical records and�
artifacts of the area.�

“Preserving the memories of yesterday for the generations of tomorrow.”�

ASHWAUBENON HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER 27�
 OFFERS OPPORTUNITY TO MEET NEVILLE PUBLIC MUSEUM DIRECTOR�

  October 27  Annual meeting  6:30 p.m.�
  November 17  General meeting 6:30 p.m.�
  December 14   Executive Board meeting 1:00 p.m.�

NO GENERAL MEETING IN DECEMBER�
January 26 Winter Gathering 5:30 p.m.  Stadium View�
Bar and Grill�

COMING EVENTS�

The Ashwaubenon  Historical Society will hold its�
annual meeting on Thursday, October 27, 2011, at�
6:30 p.m. at the Museum.  There will be a brief�
business meeting and election of officers for 2012.�
Featured will be an opportunity to meet and greet�
Rolf Johnson, the new director of the Neville Public�
Museum.  Officers and board members of other�
area historical societies have also been invited.�
Light refreshments will be served.  The meeting is�
open to anyone interested in the history of�
Ashwaubenon and the surrounding area.�

These officers will be voted on at the meeting.�
Presdident:  Janet Klipstine�
Vice President:  Mary Kugel�
Secretary:  Lorraine Petersen�
Treasurer:  Ray Rottier�
Executive Board:  Lois McAllister, Judy Schroeder,�
Mary Selner�
Alternate Executive Board:  Betsy Johnson, Dave�
Johnson,  Dave McAllister�
Nominating committee members are Charlotte�
Nelson, chair; Peggy Wellens and Jan  Rottier.�

The Ashwaubenon Historical Society has a new�
website!  You can find it at www.ashhs.com   It’s still�
under construction but take a look.  Several historical�
society volunteers learned recently  how to add new�
material and we plan to keep it current.  Funding to�
establish the website was received from a mini-grant�
awarded to the Society by the Wisconsin Historical�
Society/Wisconsin Council for Local History.�

The Society also has a new brochure.  We recently�
joined the Green Bay Area Visitor and Convention�
Bureau and were asked for brochures that the�
Bureau will distribute.  It was a good time to update�
our brochure and we hope that the increased�
exposure will help make others aware of our unique�
Museum.  See if you can spot a brochure in attraction�
display racks around the area.�

SOCIETY HAS NEW WEBSITE AND BROCHURE�

HISTORICAL SOCIETY WINTER GATHERING�
 TO BE HELD JANUARY 26�

The Ashwaubenon  Historical Society will hold its Winter Gathering on Thursday,�
January 26, at Stadium View Sports Bar and Grill on Holmgren Way.  A social hour�
will begin at 5:30 p.m. and a family-style turkey dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m.�
The Ashwaubenon High School Show Choir will entertain us.  Those who attend are�
invited to bring wrapped gifts that will  be given away as door prizes.  The cost is�
$13.00 per person.  Contact Charlotte Nelson at 494-7151 to make your reservation.�
Society members will receive an invitation in the mail.�

Jackie




Janet Derouin Klipstine grew up on the Derouin farm which was located in the present Ashwaubenon�
Industrial Park where Fabio Perini is located—the Ridge Road and Park View Road area.�

Henry Berken, a bricklayer, who was instrumental in the construction of St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Green�
Bay, originally owned the farm.  Con Borman, known as the “village thresher,” later purchased the farm.  Leo�
and Gertrude (Polly) Derouin bought the farm in 1935.  They farmed the property until 1949 when their son�
and daughter-in-law, Kenneth J. and Fern (Denissen) Derouin, took over.  Leo and Polly moved into a new�
home on the southeast corner of Park View Road and South Ridge  Road and continued to help on the farm.�
The house was later converted into an office building but burned down in 2010.  The Ashwaubenon Site Plan�
Review Committee recently approved the construction of a new office building on the site.�

Janet grew up on the farm in the 1940’s.  Her memories of those days include:�

o� getting inside plumbing and a bathroom and no more outhouse�
o� getting electric lights installed in the house�
o� having a telephone put in on the wall with party lines�
o� getting milking machines�
o� picking up stones in the field after grain planting�
o� picking mustard from the fields�
o� carrying lunches and drinks to the farm hands during harvest time�
o� feeding big threshing crews three meals a day and dishes, dishes, dishes�
o� husking corn by the wagon load�
o� going to church at St. Joseph in DePere in all kinds of weather�
o� playing on snow banks as high as the electrical wires�
o� playing games with the neighbor kids each night until dark�
o� running barefoot all summer and swimming in the cow pond�
o� butchering pigs, cows, and chickens�
o� having farm pets that had to stay in the barn�
o� going to the Willems Grocery Store in DePere where the clerks added the grocery bill with�

paper and pencil�
o� getting five cent ice cream cones at Dehn's�
o� walking to DePere to see a movie for a quarter at the DePere Theater�
o� building a new house on  Park View Road when she was ten years old�

  Source:  Ashwaubenon Historical Society files and Janet Derouin Klipstine�

GROWING UP ON THE DEROUIN FARM�
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The Derouin farm as it appeared in 1947.�



On August 15, 1943, seven area young women walked�
18 miles from Green Bay to the Shrine of Our Lady of�
Good Help, also known as The Chapel, at Champion�
WI,  located near Robinsonville on County Highway K.�
It was the Feast of the Assumption and all had�
husbands or boyfriends serving in World War II.  The�
women’s mission was to pray that all would return�
home safely.�

Two of the women, living on farms in Ashwaubenon�
at the time, recently talked about that walk.  Millie�
Derouin Coenen and Della Thompson Spreeman said�
that the group of friends together conceived the idea of�
the walk.  They began shortly after midnight leaving�
from the area of the old Zuider Zee Restaurant in�
Green Bay.  Both women recalled that it was a pleasant�
evening illuminated with street and road lights and�
that there were other walkers on the road.   It took them�

five hours to�
reach�
Champion.�

Millie’s uncle,�
Rev. Sherwin�
Derouin, cele-�
brated the 9:00�
a.m.  Mass�
which the�

women attended.  He also arranged breakfast for them.�
Millie and Della recalled crawling on the floor around�
the altar in The Chapel, the custom of many, to receive�
an extra blessing.�

The seven walkers were not alone that day as,�
according to the August 16, 1943, GREEN BAY PRESS�
GAZETTE, several thousand worshippers were at The�
Chapel to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption.  Even�
before its recent recognition as an approved Marian�
site, the location was recognized as a place where the�
Blessed Virgin was said to have appeared to a Belgium�
peasant girl, Adele Brisse, in 1859.�

When asked about walking 18 miles, Millie and Della�
said they were used to walking several miles to school�
and anywhere else they wanted or needed to go.  They�
received a ride back home that day but walked the�
route again the next year.  At the time of the walk, both�
women were working at U.S. Paper, taking jobs of men�
who had left to serve in the military.  The husbands�
and boyfriends prayed for returned safely from the�
war.�
Source:  Ashwaubenon Historical Society files and interview with�
Thompson and Derouin  9/7/2011.�

                 MEET OUR MEMBERS�
Lorraine Petersen was born in Racine, WI.�
She moved to    Ashwaubenon in 1964�
because of her husband Calvin’s job.  They�
have two daughters, two grandsons, two�
step-grandchildren and six great-�
grandchildren.  Lorraine joined the�
Ashwaubenon  Historical Society in 1985.�
“History is something I felt should be preserved and memories of the past�
kept for future generations.”  She was treasurer for seven years and then�
became secretary, a position she still holds.  Lorraine is a charter member of�
Nativity Parish, likes to travel, golf, play cards, and just retired from�
teaching DNR boating safety classes.�

ASHWAUBENON WOMEN WALK 18 MILES TO “THE CHAPEL” IN 1943�

THANK YOU!�
A special thank you to everyone�
who helped make the 40th�
anniversary of the�
Ashwaubenon Historical Society�
celebration at success.  About 100�
people gathered on a beautiful�
day in a tent outside the�
Museum for music, good food�
and lots of conversation.�

Della Thompson Spreeman  and Millie Derouin�
Coenen  hold the photo that appeared in the�
August 16, 1943 GREEN BAY PRESS GAZETTE�
showing the seven friends walking to the Shrine of�
Our Lady of Good Help.�
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Do you have a story about growing up in�
Ashwaubenon or other Ashwaubenon related�
experience?  It’s part of our history.  Contact newsletter�
editor, Jackie Burkat, at 592-1217.�



To join the Ashwaubenon Historical Society, fill out the form below.  We invite your active participation and you will�
receive our quarterly newsletter, meeting agendas and minutes, and free admission to the Museum.�
______________________________________________________________________________________________�

MEMBERSHIP FORM FOR 2012  (January 1 to December 31)�

MAIL WITH DUES TO:�
Ashwaubenon Historical Society, 737 Cormier  Road, Ashwaubenon,  WI 54304�

NAME_______________________________________________________________________________________�

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________________�

PHONE_______________________________________E-MAIL________________________________________�

Student $5.00             Couple  $18.00         Supporter  $50.00            Corporate Member�
$250.00�
Individual  $10.00      Contributor  $25.00        Honorary Member $100.00�

AND MUSEUM�

737 Cormier Road�
Ashawubenon, WI 54304�

HOURS:�
1:00 PM to 4:00 pm on�

Wednesdays and Saturdays�
Closed January-February�

Admission: $1.00�

Phone 920-429-2863�
Leave message or call 339-9519�

if the Museum is closed.�
E-mail: ahshistory@att.net�
Website: www.ashhs.com�

OFFICERS�
President:  Janet Klipstine�

Vice President:  Mary Kugel�
Secretary:  Lorraine Petersen�

Treasurer:  Ray Rottier�
EXECUTIVE BOARD�

LoisMcAllister�
Judy Schoeder�

Mary Selner�
ALTERNATE BOARD�

Betsy Johnson�
Dave Johnson�

Dave McAllister�
MUSEUM CURATOR�

Annette Aubinger�
NEWSLETTER EDITOR�

Jackie Burkat�


